
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELDING & METALS ENGINEERING 
 

                             8055  Coronet Road, Edmonton Alberta, T6E 4N7  
Phone: 780-469-5870   info@qualimet.ca   www.qualimet.ca 

This article may be reproduced provided authorship information is left intact. 

 

May 2012 

AWS Changes Standards for Welding 

Consumables  

AWS has just announced a new Standard, AWS A5.36/A5.36M, 
for flux cored and metal cored electrodes.  

The new standard, which takes effect immediately, pulls 
together all tubular products (both metal core and flux core) 
from four existing standards and combines them in one 
standard that harmonizes labelling. 

Details are as follows: 

 Standards AWS A5.18 and AWS A5.28 will continue to exist, 

but will deal only with solid wire products. 

 Standards AWS A5.20 and AWS A5.29 will be archived and the contents merged into AWS A5.36. 

From now until the end of 2015, manufacturers may list both the old and new AWS 
classifications on their packaging. As of Jan 1, 2016, classification to AWS A5.36/A5.36M will be 
required.  

SOME RAMIFICATIONS 

ASME has not yet recognized the new standard. However, in most cases, ASME adopts AWS 
filler specifications in ASME Section II Part C.  

If ASME does adopt the new AWS standard, all ASME-compliant welding procedure 
specifications that refer to the old AWS specifications will become technically incorrect. Anyone 
using these welding procedures will need to revise their procedures to use the new 
consumable classifications. 

This transition will affect mechanized and semiautomatic welding processes in our industry 
quite dramatically. However, the timelines for the transition are not yet clear. 
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Qualimet will be working closely with clients as needed to determine client WPS requirements 
going forward. For more information, please contact Mike (780-641-0750 or 
mike@qualimet.ca) or Sherman at 780-641-0753, or email: sherman@qualimet.ca. 
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